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Bass during a sound-check at the Koval
Albert Hall | unp'.-rl-.-n! i, played it and
thought, “This is one of the best ELIRs
I've ever tried’. It felt =0 natural o play
sounded good, and | could get the
volume | nieded without feedback

Have you had to learn any special bass
skills 1o be able to change between
electric bass and upright?

"I see the bass guilar and upright bass

&% w0 YVery |!'.H'|"1'|".'l!' s trurmenls,
and personally, | feel they should
be  approached  accordingly The

acoustic upright requines greater physical
elfort, and is not for the fainthearted. 've
had enough blisters to prove it! The EUB
15 olten easier o play as the action can
be brought night down and the volume
turned up. | prefer the opposite because
[ like to "-hI: in when | I,"L'I'., H vou decide
to buy an EUB, [ strongly advise you o
buy a pood double bass method ook
and find a good teacher bocause a lot of
mistakes can be made by going it alone.”

Wha! has bsen the reacltion lo your
glectric upright? Do any purists lell
you, "It isn't the real thing."?

‘T've hoard the
of disapproval, and I'm sure mamy
purists are horrified at the thought of
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VI, ht'.llu‘lj.: O pl.!_!.'m,.; an ELUB. but
ts, this type of instrument can
e extremcly practical. and in oertaln
sjfuabions, invaluable, | make every offon
to set up my Yamaha Selent Basa to play,

thee Truth

feel, and sound like a true acoustic bass,
Admittedly, it's virtually impossible to
make them sound exactly the same, and
the type of amplificr you use makes a big
difference, but with a little POTSCVETANGT,
vou can get pretty damn close

"It | were on a jazz or big band gig.
wdeally
but if for whatever reason thal was not
possible, I'd still rather use an EUB than a
bass guitar. | also like the Yamaha because
you can plug your headphones straight
into it and, dare | say the dreaded word,
‘practee’ o your heart's content without
disturbing the drunken orgy polng on in

| would use myv double bass,

the hotel room next door... Hang on girls

wait for me!

What is your current stage set up with
Jools Holland?

“On stage | use the Yamaha EUB, and
a4 hve-string Emie Ball Music Man. For
amplibcation | use a Walter Woods
twin channel amp, relatively unknown
in this country, but very popular with
Amercan bassists as they are powerful,
the size of a large bon of Ccigars, and
are wvory hight, a feature our madie
particularly loves Oh veah, they sound
great (oo ?11).' cab s a Mesa Boonne
with two 15's in it Jools likes a g, fat

warm sound. =0 horns and hweeters an

A Mo-no,

Tell us about the new Jools Holland
album and who you have been working
with recently.

“Chur Last album, Small World Big Band,
differemt
shing. Yan
It also featured

icalfumad fwenty  wao
including Erk
Mormson, and Jay Kay
a song written specally for the album
v Leorge Hammison, Although we had

et ard worked with him before, on this

AFtists

Clapton,

occasion, sadly, he was oo il o come
o England, =0 we nvorded the backing
track at Jools' studio, and Jools ook the
meconding o George. who | think was in
b i I1.|"i'r:.'||lh! al the LmeE, to 'r"||[ li'ﬂ_‘ (AR .1!*-.
o, 1 believe it was one of the lasl lhn;;,:h.
if mot the Last, thail he ever did

Right now, we are in the middle of
2 new album, again using guest artists
including Bono, Beverly Knight. Norah
Jorwes and Ray Davies. Ray is also doing a
swolo album that 'm |_'-L-|',.|:1:.; "y

What advice would you give 1o anyone
who is thinking of taking up the
electric upright?
"By taking up the EUHR, hopefully you'll
be inspired to play things yvou wouldn't
attemnpt on the bass guitar. You may find
that it's just a siepping-stone o F"I.l.l.m:q
an acoustic upright bass. Either wav, it
may well be one of the most rewarding
things you ever do

There are ELI s ol
that feel. play, and sound
frethess bass guitars. I'm not saying that's
4 bad thing as long as that’s what vou
wanl. Personally, | like an EUB that feels
much lHke an

mMany 1:.1.;"..

e oncerss s

F'l!.1'..1- andd s=DUMls as
acoustss upnght bass as p*u:l‘:r If the
latter s what vou're looking for. then
the Yamaha “lent Bass i ome o the b=

vou' |l find.”



